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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 4 

Claims 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Oberg et al., U.S. Patent Application No. 2003/0061295 A1 , in view of Official Notice. 

As per claims 10-13, Oberg et al. teaches an apparatus (e.g. system) for 
operating power plant equipment, of a power plant worksite, through a network by a 
remote control signal through wireless communication from the power plant worksite, 
the apparatus comprising: 

a mobile operation terminal for inputting a signal of a requested operation (e.g. a 
command or instruction) of the power plant equipment and generating a radio wave 
signal of the input signal, the operation terminal being movable to an optional point of 
possible moving routes thereof at the power plant worksite (e.g. a mobile device, Figure 
1 element 102, communicating wirelessly, element 104, with any one of a plurality of 
wireless access points, elements 106, located around the facility); 

a plurality of wireless transceivers (receiver-transmitters) located in the power 
plant worksite, with each of the transceivers being located at a respective appropriate 
point of the route in order for wireless communication with the mobile operation terminal 
by the generated radio wave (e.g. corresponds to the multiple wireless access points 
located around the facility, already addressed above); 

a control device (e.g. inherent to Figure 1 element 120) connected to the power 
plant equipment (e.g. Figure 1 element 120) and connected to the wireless transceivers 
and an operation device in a central control room via the network (.e.g. inherent to 
Figure 1 element 118), wherein the requested operation of the power plant equipment is 
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effected under control of the control device enabled with a control signal transmitted 
from one of the wireless transceivers enabled with its receipt of the radio wave signal 
generated by the mobile operation terminal (e.g. corresponds to the mobile device 
issuing a command to the process section through utilization of the wireless access 
points, the control system interface and the central control system, see Figure 1), 
wherein operation of the power plant equipment is monitorable by the mobile operation 
terminal in a timely and immediate manner without contact with the central control room 
(e.g. [0014] "directly"), the operation device in the central control room is operatively 
configured to electrically connect to the wireless transceivers via the network to 
establish communication between the operation device and the mobile operation 
terminal through the network and the wireless transceiver (e.g. corresponds to the 
central control system communicatively coupled to the wireless access points which 
receive data from the mobile device, Figure 1), said mobile operation terminal is 
operatively configured to issue an alternative to an operation request, issued by the 
operation device, to said control device through the wireless transceiver and the 
network to operate the power plant equipment without making contact with the central 
control room (e.g. as best understood, once again this feature appears to correspond to 
directly communicating a mobile device with the process control section (e.g. [0014]; 
also it is noted that [0005] speaks to a central control room for use in typical industrial 
plants). 

As per claims 10-13, Oberg et al. does not explicitly teach the operation device in 
the central control room being operatively configured to display state information 
concerning the alternative operation request issued by the mobile operation terminal on 
a screen of the operation device. However, since Oberg et al. teaches the central 
control room (e.g. the central control system) centrally controlling and monitoring 
operations of the plant (e.g. [0005]) it stands to reason that these monitored operations 
would be most likely be displayed in some manner so that an operator at the central 
control site could keep an eye on the operations of the plant. For this reason, Official 
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Notice is taken with respect to this feature, that is, displaying information on a display of 
the central control room. 

The applicant's attention is directed towards Nigawara et al., U.S. Patent No. 
5,258,652 which clearly and explicitly teaches the utilization of such a system. Further, 
since the purpose of the display is to graphically depict current operations of the plant 
(e.g. status of the plant), it further stands to reason that when an operation or command 
is initiated by the mobile device, which has the affect of changing some aspect of the 
overall operations of the plant, the affect of these changes would be graphically 
presented on the display screen of the central control room so that an operator would 
know what the new current state of the system is. 

Claims 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Oberg et al., U.S. Patent Application No. 2003/0061295 A1 , in view of Official Notice, as 
applied to claims 12 and 13 above, in further view of Nixon et al., U.S. Patent 
Application No. 2002/0130846. 

As per claims 14-15, Oberg et al. does not specifically teach the mobile terminal 
displaying the same information that is displayed in the central control room. 

Nixon et al. teaches this feature (e.g. [0051]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated the teachings of Nixon et al. into the system 
disclosed by Oberg et al. so that now matter which display was being reviewed, that is, 
the mobile devices display or the display of the central control room, the same 
information would be graphically depicted. This would have the affect of forming a more 
efficient system of power plant monitoring and control since an operator can effectively 
manage the system from with the central control room or by using the mobile control 
device, and this would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicants arguments with respect to claims 10-15 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection as set forth above in this office action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ronald D. Hartman Jr. whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-3684. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 1 1 :00 - 8:30 pm, 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anthony Knight can be reached on (571) 272-3687. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Ronald D Hartman Jr. 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2121 

September 12, 2006 
RDH 



